
 

SecuriƟes offered through Van Clemens & Co., member FINRA and SIPC. Advisory services offered through Van Clemens Wealth 
Management, a registered investment adviser. 1 

Wealth Structure Checklist in Volatile Markets 
In an uncertain market environment, the true risk is not volatility itself, but whether your 
wealth structure can withstand diƯerent possible outcomes. This checklist helps you 
quickly assess whether your asset allocation is equipped to handle uncertainty. 

 
I. Quick Self-Assessment 

Liquidity 

☐ I may consider maintaining several months of living expenses in cash reserves, 
depending on individual circumstances. 

☐ Even if the market continues to decline, I am not forced to sell assets 

☐ I have funds specifically set aside for unexpected situations 

Concentration Risk 

☐ My assets are not overly concentrated in a single market 

☐ My investments are not heavily concentrated in one industry 

☐ No single asset or strategy determines the overall outcome 

Stabilizing Assets 

☐ My portfolio may include assets with diƯerent volatility characteristics. 

☐ My overall portfolio does not fluctuate dramatically in sync with the market 

☐ I understand which assets serve as “stabilizers” 

Optionality 

☐ I have reserved capital for phased or future investments 

☐ I have a clear plan for adding to positions 

☐ I could deploy capital during market downturns 

Time Horizon 

☐ Short-term funds are not invested in high-volatile assets 

☐ Long-term funds have suƯicient time to ride through market cycles 

☐ My investments align with my life stage 

 
II. Structural Risk Signals 

• Considering panic selling during market declines 

• Unsure whether to add positions while fearing missing out 

• Experiencing noticeable anxiety due to asset volatility 
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• Lacking clarity on the role of diƯerent asset classes 

 
III. How a Structured Planning Approach May Help 

• Liquidity planning, which may help reduce the likelihood of forced selling 

• Diversification and rebalancing 

• Incorporating stabilizing assets to reduce volatility 

• Phased investment strategies 

• Aligning assets with life planning 

 
IV. Case Illustration (Structure Comparison) 

IneƯective structure: All assets allocated to high-volatility investments with no cash 
reserve → Forced selling during downturns 

Optimized structure: Maintain cash reserves + diversified allocation + phased investing → 
This may be better positioned to navigate volatility, though outcomes will vary based on 
market conditions and individual circumstances. 

Uncertainty itself is not the risk—the inability to respond to uncertainty is. 

 
V. Next Steps 

If you would like to evaluate your wealth structure, you may consider scheduling a 30-
minute introductory conversation to discuss general concepts and your current structure 
(no obligation). 

 
Disclosures: 

This material is for educational and informational purposes only and does not constitute an 
oƯer or recommendation. This content does not provide individualized tax, legal, or 
investment advice. Please consult qualified professionals regarding your specific situation. 
Investment outcomes depend on market conditions and individual circumstances, and 
results are not guaranteed. All investments involve risk, including possible loss of principal. 
Past performance is not indicative of future results. 


